March 3, 2015
The Honorable Kumar P. Barve, Chair
Members of the Environment & Transportation Committee
Maryland House of Delegates
Via e-mail: kumar.barve@house.state.md.us; dana.stein@house.state.md.us;
carl.anderton@house.state.md.us; pamela.beidle@house.state.md.us;
alfred.carr@house.state.md.us; andrew.cassilly@house.state.md.us;
bob.flanagan@house.state.md.us; david.fraser.hidalgo@house.state.md.us;
barbara.frush@house.state.md.us; jim.gilchrist@house.state.md.us;
anne.healey@house.state.md.us; marvin.holmes@house.state.md.us;
jay.jacobs@house.state.md.us; tony.knotts@house.state.md.us;
stephen.lafferty@house.state.md.us; clarence.lam@house.state.md.us;
cory.mccray@house.state.md.us; anthony.odonnell@house.state.md.us;
charles.otto@house.state.md.us; shane.robinson@house.state.md.us;
kathy.szeliga@house.state.md.us; cathy.vitale@house.state.md.us
Dear Honorable Committee Members:
PETA is the world's largest animal rights organization, with more than 3 million
members and supporters worldwide, including tens of thousands of proud Maryland
residents. We have been contacted by many who are concerned about some of the
proposals in House Bill (H.B.) 876, the Animal Shelter Standards Act of 2015. We
share their concerns and strongly oppose the bill, which, if passed as written,
would not only cause animals to suffer but also put people in danger.
Despite any good intentions that may be behind it, H.B. 876 proposes to require
animal shelters to abandon domestic animals—who cannot care for themselves—
across the state, an inhumane practice that violates current state criminal code: Md.
Criminal Law Code Ann. §10-612 prohibits the abandonment of animals "on a road,
in a public place, or on private property."1 Section 2–1705. (A) (III) of H.B. 876
proposes to require animal shelters to limit the methods of disposition for impounded
animals to adoption, transfer to another shelter, or "[r]eturn the animal to the field."
This section proposes to require shelters to violate state criminal code by
abandoning unadopted animals outdoors to fend for themselves. Not only is this
illegal and highly unethical, it would also deny taxpayers relief from stray and
roaming animals they may consider a nuisance or danger.
Subsection (2) of the same section proposes to require animal shelters to return
impounded "ear-tipped cat[s]" to their "original location." This section is in direct
conflict with the following current state laws:


1

Md. Criminal Law Code Ann. §10-612 prohibits the abandonment of animals "on
a road, in a public place, or on private property."2

Article—Criminal Law §10–612,
<http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmStatutesText.aspx?article=gcr&section=10612&ext=html&session=2015RS&tab=subject5>.
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Md. Criminal Law Code Ann. §10-604 prohibits a person from "(2) depriv[ing]
an animal of necessary sustenance" and "(5) if the person has charge or custody
of an animal, as owner or otherwise, unnecessarily fail[ing] to provide the animal
with nutritious food in sufficient quantity, necessary veterinary care, proper drink,
air, space, shelter, or protection from the weather."3
Md. Criminal Law Code Ann. §10–617 allows animal-control units to disposition
impounded animals in only three ways: "(1) placing the animal in a suitable
home; (2) retaining the animal in the animal control unit; or (3) humanely
destroying the animal."4
Code of Maryland Regulations 10.06.02.10 requires that owners and custodians
of animals 4 months old or older must have them adequately vaccinated against
rabies.5

H.B. 876's proposal to legalize and require the abandonment of homeless cats also
conflicts with Md. Criminal Law Code Ann. §10-602, which provides that "[i]t is the
intent of the General Assembly that each animal in the State be protected from
intentional cruelty, including animals that are … (4) feral." Cats left or released on
roads and public or private property cannot be protected from intentional cruelty and
are victims of abuse on a daily basis. PETA's files are bursting with reports of feral
and stray cats who have been injured and killed in cases of intentional cruelty. The
following are some recent examples in Maryland:






July 2014/Baltimore, Maryland: Examiner.com reported that Baltimore's
animal-control department was investigating the cause of death of a cat who had
been found near a dumpster where other cats in a so-called "managed colony" had
also been found cruelly killed. More cats had reportedly "disappeared" from the
area. Two of the dead cats were found with severe head injuries.
December 2013/Frederick, Maryland: WFMD.com reported that a cat had been
shot in the left front leg while roaming outdoors unsupervised.
October 2013/Allegany County, Maryland: Two adults and one juvenile
admitted to shooting, with 4-inch-long blowgun darts, at approximately 10 cats
roaming outdoors, hitting at least one of them.
October 2013/Crisfield, Maryland: A stray cat was found "completely drenched
in diesel fuel," and another was found cut open from "hip to hip."6 The cats were
taken to a veterinarian, who recommended euthanasia for the one doused in fuel
because the cat was suffering, had been blinded, couldn't walk, and was showing
evidence of severe neurological damage. The other cat was put on life support. It
was not reported whether he or she survived.

If passed, H.B. 876 would also pose significant public health and safety concerns.
The Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene reports that "cats are the
most frequently identified rabid domestic animal."7 The near-impossibility of retrapping feral cats to provide them with legally required effective rabies vaccination
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would inevitably result in violations of Maryland Health Code (General Title 18—
Disease Prevention, Subtitle 318) and is one reason why free-roaming cat populations
have recently been identified as a significant public-health threat.8
In June 2014, a rabid "stray" cat attacked an individual near an elementary school in
Frederick County.9 Another rabid "stray" cat exposed at least six people to rabies in
Washington County in August 2013,10 and rabid free-roaming cats have been
documented in at least 12 Maryland counties since 2009 (Baltimore County and city
and Montgomery, Washington, Caroline, Frederick, Carroll, St. Mary's, Cecil,
Worcester, Talbot, Prince George's, and Wicomico counties).
The National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, Inc., reports that
"[s]everal reports suggest that support of 'managed cat colonies' may increase the
public's likelihood of abandoning unwanted pets in lieu of more responsible options.
… [T]here are potential human public health risks associated with freeroaming/unowned/feral cats [and] [t]here is no evidence that colony management
programs will reduce [the incidence of] diseases."11
It should be noted also that free-roaming cats are known to have a significantly
detrimental impact on wildlife populations. Cats hunt and kill small mammals and
birds, even when they have a consistent food source available to them. The Maryland
Invasive Species Council, which includes representatives from several state and
federal agencies, such as the U.S. Department of the Interior, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, the Maryland Department of Agriculture, and the University of
Maryland, reports that "small cats are not part of the native food web in North
America and can wreak havoc on an ecosystem. … Feral cats can take a toll on
native wildlife, decimating populations already under stress due to habitat shrinkage.
... The number and size of prey that a small cat can bring down will amaze you. Even
full grown rabbits can be killed. Supplemental feeding of feral cats is not an answer.
Even well-fed feral cats will capture and kill, but not always eat, their prey."12 PETA
is concerned about cats and wildlife alike, and we hope you will consider wildlife,
too.
We urge you to vote NO on H.B. 876 for the well-being of Maryland's citizens, cats,
wildlife, and environment. Thank you for considering this information and for all
your hard work for the citizens of Maryland.
Sincerely yours,

Teresa Chagrin
Animal Care and Control Specialist
Cruelty Investigations Department
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